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popularity of a new monarch was seldom of long continuance in
England.

David, king of Scotland, invaded the northern counties, under
pretence of revenging the wrong that had been done to his niece,
the empress Matilda, by Stephen's usurpation and perjury; but
when the hostile armies met near Carlisle, Stephen succeeded in
adjusting all differences by means of an amicable treaty, through
the entreaties or mediation of his queen, who likewise was niece
to David.

An illness so alarming attacked the king, in the midst of the
Easter festivities of 1137, that his death was reported in Nor-
mandy ; on which the party of the empress began to take active
measures, both on the continent and in England, for the recogni-
tion of her rights. Her husband entered Normandy at the head
of an army. Stephen, rousing himself from the pause of exhausted
nature, hastened to the continent with his infant heir Eustace,
to whom queen Matilda had resigned the earldom of Boulogne, her
own fair inheritance. Stephen, by the strong eloquence of an
immense bribe, prevailed on Louis VII. of Prance, as suzerain of
Normandy, to invest the unconscious babe with the duchy. The
invasion of queen Matilda's uncle increased the difficulties of her
husband's affairs. !Krng David and his army were, however,
defeated with immense slaughter, by the warlike Thurstan, arch-
bishop of York, at Cuton-Moor, in an engagement called the
Battle of the Standard. Matilda was mainly instrumental in
negotiating the peace which was concluded this year between her
uncle and her lord.

The empress made her tardy appearance, in pursuance of her
claims to the crown, in the autumn of 1139. She did not arrive
until Stephen had made "himself master of the castles, and, what
was of more importance to him, the great wealth of his three
refractory prelates, of Salisbury, Ely, and Lincoln. When the
empress was shut up within the walls of Arundel castle, Stephen
might by one bold stroke have made her his prisoner; but he was
prevailed upon to respect the high rank of the widow and the
daughter of his benefactor, king Henry; nay, he permitted her
departure, for he gave to his brother, Henry of Blois, bishop of
Winchester, the charge of escorting the empress to Bristol castle.
While the earl of Gloucester, on behalf of his sister the empress,
was contesting with king Stephen the realm of England at sword's
point, queen Matilda proceeded to Prance with her son Eustace,
and while at that court negotiated a marriage between the
princess Constance, sister of Louis VII., and her boy, then about
four years old. The queen presided at this inWt marriage, which